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our Messed LORD did HIMSELF conform, and severely as HE reproved the Jews for their departure in various particulars from the principles of their fathers, against their practice in this particular, never did HE utter one word of censure; nay, HE confirmed the practice, when HE HIMSELF gave to his disciples a form of prayer, and framed that prayer, too, on the model, and in some degree in the very words of prayers then in use. Our LORD, moreover, when giving His directions to the rulers of His Church, at the same time that he conferred on them authority to bind and to loose, directed them to agree touching what they should ask for, which seems almost to convey an injunction to the rulers of every particular church to provide their people with a fonn of prayer. The fact that we ^^ this injunction in Scripture, renders probable the universal tradition of the Universal Church, which traces to the Apostles or apostolic men, the four great Liturgies, which have in all parts of the Church afforded the model according to which all others have been framed, and which affirms that the Apostles instituted a form of worship wherever they established a Church. It would be easy, if the occasion required it, to shew, from a variety of passages in Holy Writ, that while much can be adduced in corroboration of this tradition, nothing but conjecture can be cited against it. With respect to those passages which, referring prayer to the influence of the HOLY SPIRIT upon the soul of man, are sometimes brought forward as militating against the adoption of a form; they cannot have fallen under notice of our Reformers; since the application of them to this purpose was never dreamt of, till about 200 years ago, when men having determined in their wilfulness to reject the Liturgy, searched for every possible authority, which might, by constructions the most forced, support their determination; and the new interpretation they thus put upon Scripture, may be considered as rather the plea of their wishes than the verdict of their conviction. The adduction, indeed, of such passages for such a purpose, is a gratuitous assumption of the question in dispute, and will not for a moment hold weight in the balance of the sanctuary; according to the interpretation of those ancients, whose interpretation is the more valu-cu